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Overall Comments

Your brief has a typical ‘business’ purpose, with the underlying requirement to show ‘the kind of 
people you’ll want to do business with’, and ‘to show them doing the job professionally and re-
sponsibly’.   Some of these images almost work in this business model, but the key requirements 
are to be illustrative both of the people you are photographing and the service they are selling, 
and in this you diverge from the point quite a bit.  There are way too many visual distractions in 
this assignment, that is something that you needed to be aware of and it is not clear that you 
have been.  There is no evidence that you have tried to work on these photographs in post-pro-
duction to improve them compositionally.   

Another key issue here is the lack of any pertinent aerial photos connecting what the men are 
doing on the ground with the end product.  These men look like they are on a playing field 
playing with a radio controlled helicopter rather than working on a job.  Corporate photography 
tends to show people at work with background references to working context, not leisure.  This 
is a vital element that ‘verifies’ the activity.   

Feedback on assignment

1
I think I can see what you were aiming at here: a shot of the two men with the helicopter in shot.  
Obviously this didn’t work, the flying object is barely visible and is half out of the shot, cut by the 
edge of the frame.  Really, this is one you should have edited out of the sequence.  If you aim at a 
photo and it doesn’t work, you just keep trying until you get it right, but you don’t submit a ‘fail’.  

This photo is full of distractions in the background: the cars, the trees and houses etc, all of which 
make this look like a leisure activity rather than a business project.  

Because the aircraft is such a small object you really needed to consider how you were going to 
compose it in such a way as to include the aircraft + the two men.  The two photos that you’ve in-
cluded at the beginning of your document show how this was done and you should have aimed 
at reproducing that kind of near/far composition.  If you had used a telephoto lens you could 
have foreshortened the aircraft with the crew without any danger to yourself.  

2
This image is more characteristic of a business image because it shows men working.   You could 
crop out the goal posts in the background.  They are distracting and again divert the purpose of 
your project.  
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3
This kind of shot would have been a lot better if something more telling had been going on, 
and if we could see the man’s eyes.  Perhaps if you had gone in closer on the aircraft in the man’s 
hands then we could have picked up the detail of the main equipment.  

Always aim at eye-contact or a clear telling activity, with gestures to help illustrate what is going 
on.  This looks like an ‘in-between’ moment.  So, you could cut this one out. 

4
Notice how you’ve framed the man with goal posts coming out of the sides of his head?  A little 
distracting.  And do you notice how that black case on the ground competes for attention with 
the white aircraft?  Remove these with Photoshop and see if that helps.  

This photo draws the eyes to the case on the left, but actually that is not where the essential 
subject of this photograph is, because nothing is happening in that dark case.  The subject is out 
of focus on the right side of the frame.  Can you see how this indecision with depth-of-field has 
confused the viewer?

5
Once again the goal posts!  The problem with this image is almost nothing is happening.  The air-
craft needed to be flying in order to illustrate the fact that this is an ‘aerial photography’ service.  

6
This is much better, but again look at the distractions on the right side of the frame!  And again 
that black case!  

Here you’ve managed to frame the aircraft well against the blue sky so that it stands out well.  
This is a more telling shot than the others, clearly illustrating (despite of the distractions) what 
these men do.  It would have been good to get the aircraft a lot nearer the lens because, no 
doubt, anyone seeking to hire this service would want to see the essential equipment in motion, 
cameras etc.  

7
This is probably the best image here, no distractions in the background and exactly the kind of 
friendly faces that business publications tend to show.  However, this portrait differs from the 
others because in those the men were sometimes wearing sunglasses creating a confusion of 
identity: are these the same guys?  The guy on the left here looks very different in the other pho-
tos.  He is even wearing different clothes.  Sunglasses tend to be ‘fashion statements’ and are best 
avoided unless you’re making photographs that intentionally express a life-style choice. 

You needed to try to nail a series of key images that were pre-visualized, in one session.  And this 
session needed to be a ‘working session’.   

Learning Logs/Critical essays

The self-evaluation of your workflow and outline of your project is clear and valuable.  You have 
researched other companies doing aerial photography from these radio controlled aircraft to get 
a feel for the context of this kind of photography.     
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You say you wanted a selection of close and distant shots, but this is just not a good enough 
strategy for covering an activity like this.  What you need is images that communicate and to 
achieve that you needed to design these images before you went on the shoot.  Just simple 
sketches would have helped you to observe the subject more critically and primed you to notice 
images that were telling action shots.  

Suggested reading/viewing

Photoshop tutorials: https://helpx.adobe.com/photoshop/tutorials.html

You clearly did some research on this sort of image but I’m concerned that they seemed to have 
had little influence on your pictures.  This kind of photography is typical of business to business 
publications and you needed to look at that sort of photography that showed “people at work”.    

Congratulations on finishing the course.  I hope you can take my criticisms and look through 
your contacts of this project to find more telling photos.  Perhaps you will need to re-shoot it 
again, which shouldn’t be too difficult.  

Tutor name Robert Enoch
Date 29th sept. 2014

  


