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This assignment asked us to imagine that we were on assignment for an intelligent and 

thoughtful travel publication that is demanding a considered and in-depth treatment. 

We had to choose a place we either knew well or were prepared to take the time to get to 

know well and be able to take a strong selection of around a dozen images. From these 12 

images we had to select around 6 final images. 

Initially, I chose to complete my assignment on Trentham Gardens which I have visited many 

times and offers plenty to see and do. However on a weekend away to Bath I thought that I 

would be able to complete the assignment on that. This, however, didn’t work very well as I 

wasn’t able to research the city enough and as it was my first time visiting Bath I wasn’t fully 

aware of the character of the place. Sadly this was very apparent in my first submission so I 

decided to re-do the assignment on my home town of Stafford. To begin with, I decided to 

brainstorm “what is the character of Stafford?”  

 



Once I had done this, I moved onto creating a crib sheet of possible photos I could take 

and events I could attend to get photos. 

 

Armed with both of these I started to take photos.  

I found that some events, such as The Great British Food Festival and the Farmer’s 

Market, were a lot easier to photograph than the Police Open day and the Party in the 

Park as there were a lot of children around and I found myself feeling very self-

conscious about taking photos. I also found that when I began to look through the 

photos in order to choose my 12 good images that some of the ideas I had didn’t 

translate as well as I had hoped and there were some images that I took that were more 

off the cuff but turned out very well. 

From all the images I took, I chose the images below as my 12 good images from which 

to choose my final six. 



 

  



My final 6 images are: 

 New Recruits 

 

I took this image at the Police Open day and I thought this image shows the sense of 

community spirit within Stafford. This is the first open day the Staffordshire Police have 

done in many years and the atmosphere was great. A large number of the public came to 

visit and there were lots of different activities and even opportunities for the children to 

play in the vehicles. Pictured here is my daughter playing in one of the cars with a police 

officer showing her which buttons to press to start the siren. By opening up the 

headquarters for the day, it gave the public a rare opportunity to speak to members of 

the police force on a more casual level and find out all the different things that they do. I 

chose to take the image through the car window to frame the subject, remove 

distractions and so the viewer would be able to see the people’s faces more clearly.  

  



 Food and Stately charm 

 

This image was taken at The Great British Food Festival at Shugborough Hall. When 

taking this image I wanted to show the viewer the contrast between the history of 

Staffordshire and the present day. Shugborough regularly holds fairs and events to the 

public as well as giving the public a chance to look around the estate as it would have 

been in various time periods.  

I framed this shot to form a 50:50 horizontal split. This suggests an informal symmetry 

between the old (upper) and the contemporary (lower) halves. I was seeking to emulate 

the idea of “busy traffic”, which I feel shows the interaction between the people and the 

space they occupy. 

  



 Time for tea 

 

I liked this image as it is a very quaint with the afternoon tea, mismatched tables, chairs 

and crockery and sitting in the beautiful surroundings of the Shugborough estate.   

I cropped the image in accordance with the rule of thirds. This, in addition to an eye-line 

between the women in the foreground, draws the viewer’s attention and leads them to 

question the conversation and empathise with the pleasant surroundings. 

 

  



 A peek at the old 

 

After taking photos of St Mary’s church and the medieval streets that lead off it, I started 

to head back into the town centre and spotted this beautiful view. It’s not something I 

had noticed before, even though I have probably walked past hundreds of times in the 

22 years that I have lived in Staffordshire. It felt so tranquil and although it was only a 2 

second walk from the hustle and bustle of the town centre, it looked so relaxing and I 

could see why so many people go there to sit out in the sun on their lunch breaks.  

This is an example of one of the ad-hoc photos I was inspired to take. It is an unusual 

perspective from which to shoot this type of building. It works because the viewer 

instinctively knows that it is a church, because I have included details such as the 

pointed arches and stained glass windows. As this is one of the main attractions in 

Stafford, it is usually shot straight on showing the whole building “tourist-style”. It was a 

difficult subject to photograph because I knew I had to avoid the clichéd, straight-on 

shot, which typically includes the tower. The image here would suit a more 

documentary type magazine, as per the brief. 

  



 Just a casual Saturday morning 

 

This image is a celebration of the local produce, agriculture and variety on offer within 

the town centre. It was taken at the Farmer’s market which is held in the Market Square 

on the second Saturday of the month. Each event draws in around 20 stalls filled with 

locally sourced food, drinks and goods, such as plants and homemade jewellery. The 

market has proved very popular since it was set up in 2000 and attracts hundreds of 

visitors. The town recently celebrated the 800th anniversary of its market charter.  

I chose this location due to the stark leading lines formed by the convergence of the roof 

and table toward the left of the frame. I then took around a dozen images, until I had 

sufficient choice of photos with interesting eye lines between the various subjects. The 

crop is a close up in order to focus the viewer’s attention and avoid unnecessary 

distractions.  

  



 Staffordshire market stalls 

 

This image is an overview of the Farmer’s Market and I purposely framed in with an out 

of focus Staffordshire knot. The Staffordshire Knot is the seminal symbol of the county. 

It was important to me to include this symbol in at least one photo in order to fulfil the 

assignment brief. With this image, I liked that the Staffordshire knot was visible and 

even though it is blurred the viewer can recognise it and it meant that I was able to put 

more focus on the market stalls. Again this image focusses on the “busy traffic” concept 

as it shows the function of the market square as a central focal point in the town. 

 



Evaluation 

With the preparation I had done for this assignment I felt that it was a lot easier to 

complete and after originally feeling a little reluctant to re-do it, I ended up feeling glad 

that I had. 

By creating a “crib sheet” of possible photos, I found it was easier to take ad-hoc images, 

which I had previously struggled with. It gave me targets for my photography, lifting a 

great deal of pressure and allowing me to enjoy myself more. My original assignment 

was poorly planned and researched, which meant that ultimately, all my photos were 

“off the cuff”. This led to a muddled and unstructured final submission. 

The only real difficulty that I found was an initial lack of confidence on my part. Once I 

began taking photos my confidence grew and the task became easier. I felt by redoing 

the assignment and taking more time to prepare a list of photos I could take, it helped 

me to focus on the character of my hometown. 

I think if I approached the assignment with no end result in mind, I would have focussed 

more on taking general photos of Stafford and the popular buildings and places in 

Stafford. This would have resulted in a tourist brochure and would mean far less focus 

on the people of Stafford and subsequently, the character of Stafford would not have 

been shown.  

Overall, I think that I have been successful in redoing this assignment as I worked 

harder to prepare myself and I focussed on completing the assignment on an area I 

knew well.  I employed techniques such as close ups (eliminating distractions to the 

viewer), busy traffic (showing the function and interaction of the space) and eye lines 

(drawing the viewer’s attention to a specific area).    

 


